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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A coding/decoding part performs codes and 
decodes a given signal in one of a plurality of 
coding/decoding modes of different bit rates; and a 
control part sets a predetermined bit rate to be 
applied by the coding/decoding part in case a given 
signal is output after being coded and decoded by 
said coding/decoding part without storage thereof in 
a predetermined recording medium. 


